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The  HISTORY  of 

REYNARD  the  FQff- 


CHAP.  I. 


A  great  Feaft  proclaimed  by  the  Lion,  at 
which  the  Woir,  his  Wire,  and  tne 
Hound  complain  agdinfl  Reynard  the 


h* * 


;JKJ 


TT  w§£  vyjiSQ  .thc~  wood*  were  cloathed 

*  with  green  attire,  and  the  meadows 
adorned  with  fragrant  flowers  when 
.birds  chanted  forth  their  harmohioui 
longs,  the  Lion  made  a  great  feaft  at  his 


'in/.s-as  . 

gh/It  <  3-)" 

Pkfec#  of  Sanded  ;  add  iffaedkipnaelama- 
t&ri  for  ^ali  the  beafts  and  birds  to  eocene 
thereto  wit  hoot  delay,  on  paifl*  of  hiseon- 
se&Vp*i  1  rntt/n  asm  n  ■■  it 
■  Now  being  afTettiblcdbifbre  the  king,  ; 
the#*  weretfomc  beads  found  .there  that? 
made  grdst  complaints  againfbtbe ;  Fox, 
(wbo  was  absent)  particularly  Ifegrim  the 
Wdlft-  whd  ftrft  :  ,'*w  ?  f  .  v.  it  ;« y  -..l 

r'jr^M  Dread  So\iereign, 
h  **'  I  bdfeechitheq  take  pity  m impto&l 
ifcy  wife;  for  thfe  injuries  we  have 
dd  by  tha*  fal  feekature  Reynard  the  Fp&*» 
whb  -caim Riflib  rnyhoufeiby  viofen«eii 
add  bepift -  baysebildrien  mrd lsb^a,  prtM 
dSinn#rthat  -they  Meaii^nfttfltl$;bHfcd  if 
for^Whidh'I  expedtfram  ;hhnIatxteii<^|)Sf^ia 
frc8n«your-  M;aji(i3rrjd'flaed,v  : 

*  a  When  ^IWoifi  Aad  ended*. 

Ctfftiis  Qhe»  Wound,  A»d>  cenpiplMni^g^ 
gairifb  Rtya acd/>  iadd/i  7 *f$w ;  m  thg|  leoldl 
ife*fon  of  the  wimer,  ^vhen  he  ifcsllkspt* 

from  all  mahi^  df  piey;,  arid  half  da* 
having  bur  one  .pudding  lefty  tlfe|T  o*  ba$* 
taken  it  fromibim.  ^lt  o  -  a-dajl-t:  t 

Tibert  the  Cat,  upon  this  gojbp,  and  ,• 
faJUi.ng.  before  the  King,  faid,  lHy  Lord 
I  timfbhonfefs  that  Reynard  the  Fox  ii 
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much  complained  againft,  yet  each  of 
thcfe  will  find  enough  for  his  clearing, 
for  concerning  the  offence  againft  the 
Hound,  it  was  committed  long  fince  ; 
the  pudding  was  mice,  though  I  com¬ 
plained  not,  for  I  got  it  out  of  the  mill 
by  night  when  the  miller  lay  afleep. 

Here  the  Panther  interrupted  the  Gat, 
faying.  It  was  juft  and  got  d  to  complain 
againft  Reynard,  for  all  the  world  knows 
he  is  a  thief,  murderer,  and  ravifher ;  and 
falfe  to  every  creatutfe.  I  will  tell  you 
what  1  faw  him  do  jeftcrday  to  Kay  ward 
the  Hare,  who  is  now  Handing  in  the 
King's  prefence.  He  promifed  him  to 
teach  him  to  firtg  Credo,  and  make  him 
a  good -chaplain  }  buahadl  not  come 
by  he  bad  kiUed  him^  fbr  he  had  got 
poor  KaywaNfhetween  his  leg?,  and  was 
lqtfeezingffcfr  throat  $  therefoie,  O  1  my 
Lord,  if  you  fuffer  him  to  go  unpunifhed 
that  hath  broken  the  peace,  your  own 
children  hereafter  will  bear  the  ftiadow 
of  tb^a  cvil.  —  Certainly,  Panther,  faid 
Ifegrtm,  what  you  fay  is  true. 

CHAP* 


.  C  H  A  P.  ih 

Giimbard  the  Brock’*  $pt*ch  in  Behai' 
of  Reynard. 

GRimbard  the  Brock,  who  was  Rey¬ 
nard's  flfter’s  Ion,  being  moved  with 
anger,  laid,  Ifegiim,  you  are  malicious, 
and  as  the  proverb  is,  Malice  never  fp  aks 
well  of  any  one.  1  wifb  you  would  ag  ee 
that  he  who  hath  done  the  moft  injury  of 
either  tpy  coufin  jft.eyi\ard  or  you,  fhould 
die  the  deith  j  was  he  here  at  court,  and 
In  fpvpur'  at  you  are,  ho  wapld  make  you 
aik  forgivenefs,  for  have  you  not  bitten 
and  tom  him  with  yqur  venemous  teeth  ? 
fcwfr  you  forgot  how  you  cheated  him  of 
his  Plaice,  of  whic^x  |bi*  left  him.  nothing 
but  the  bones;  alio  tap  flPcff  of  bacon  : 
the  taife  of  which  was  fog  od,  that  you 
eat  it  up  from  him  aloftf,  though  he  got 
it  at  the  danger  of  hi^  burp  Jife  ;  I  muft 
confefs  my  kinfman  lay  iy.th  his  wife, 
but  it  was  fe\en  years  before  Ifegrim 
married  her  ;  fo  what  G/td’t  ge  s  he  by 
flandering  his  wife,  wfien  fh;  it  troubled  , 
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Now  eomesJKay;w&rd  ihe-  Hare  with 
his  complaint,  which  is  but  a  trifle  ;”7or 
if  he  would  not  learn  Ms  leffon,  can  you 
hlame  his  fchcol  mailer  Reynard 
ing  him  due  *corre&ion ;  and  laftly*  for 
Curiife,  he  would  not  Ileal  the  pudding 
himlclf  ?  and  who 

for  taking  away  ftolen  goods  frdM'tt^hief  ? 
my  uhcl'e  is  -a  gem&hiih,  a  true?  niaii1, 
•  ai.d  cannot  endure  fa!(hooid  *  he  does  -tfci*- 
thing  but  by  the  countil  OF  a.prieft  ; 

fince  the  King  hath  made  peace!  he  haih 
hurt  Dobddy  ;  he  eatsbutbnce  a/day,  -he 
chaftileth  his  body  ,  wears  a  lhrht;  add  hath 
eat  no  mea't  for  this  year'  paft‘  f  Kehath 
forfaken  his  eaftle  ;  a*  poor  hermitage  re¬ 
tains  him  |  he  hath  dlrtfibiited  all  his 
wealth  aridliVes  tipoh  almsf  anddath  itf* 
finite  jbe^ailce.lfof  w  fibs.' ' 

•  in  f !*".  >  '  '•  .r  i  »  ..  j  'iff  «.  ■■■t  +  *.••• 


a  :-V<  ir:;r:&(tt 

■  c  H  Aop,1; 
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*;  C  H  A>  P.  Ml 

The  Cock’s  Complaint  agatnft'  Reynard^ 
d  and  the  King’s  ft  nf#dr. 

|  npHiis  whiloGrimbard  flood  preaeh'ng 
*  ,  was  bro  Jght  upan.abKr  by  Can  tieleeP 
the  Cock,  a  dead  Hen,  wnpte  head  Rey^ 
nard  had 'bitten  off  :  On  each  fide  flood 
two  forrowful  Hens,  Afters  to  the  de¬ 
ceased,  each  bearing  a  Burning  torch,  %nd 
crying  put,  A]ack  and-a-.weU-a*day  for 
the  jofs  of ’  ojr, lifter  Coppie :  And  being, 
come  before  the  King,  they  kneeled  down, 
and  faid,  ,  ?  *h  n  £f 

“  Moft  mighty  Ring, 

**  Vpuchfafe  to  red  refs  the  great  inju¬ 
ries  that  Reynard  the  Fcx  hath  done  n]e 
and  my  wirdrcn:  hoty  ..weeping  before 
you.-r-in  April  iaft,  Jn  fair  weather,  and 
in  the  mid  ft  of  my  pride,  having  fevtn, 
daughters,  was  envied  by  Reynard,  who 
made  many  attempts  to  get  at  us  by  (caj£. 
ing  the  waij,  but  p5  repul  fed,  and  had, 
his  fkin  lorn  by  f be. dogs ;  but  at  laft  he. 
caipg  lj,ke  a  hermit,  with  a  letter  to  read, 
hgped  wtth  yppr  Majefly’s  feal,  in  which 
I  toujnd  you  had  made  peace  through  all 
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your  whole  realm,  and  that  no  bciil  nor 
Jowl  (l)puld  hurt  one  another  $  and  as 
for  him  he  was  become  a  Monk,  did  pe^ 
nance  for  his  fins,  {hewed  me  his  books 
ar.d  beads,  the  hair  ihirt  next  his  flun,  and 
vowed  to  eat  no  m^re  flefli  ;  and  faying 
his  Credo,  laid  hitnfelf  down  under  a 
b  neb.  I  was  glad  to  hear  this,  and  took 
no  heed,  but  clucked  my  children  to¬ 
gether  ;  but  Falfe  Reynard  crept  between 
us  and  the  gate,  lezed  on,  bore  away,  and 
dedroyed  fifteen  of  them  j  and  yefterday 
Copple  my  daughter,  now  on  the  bier, 
was  refeued  from  him  by  a  kennel  of 
Hi  unds :  fo  for  all  this  I  beg  of  your 
Majedy  Judice^* 

The  King  then  turning  to  Giimbard, 
faid,  Your  uncle  hath  prayed  and  faded 
well,  hath  he  not  ?'  Ivow  be  fihall  fuffer 
for  this. — Mr.  Canticlerr,  I  have  heard 
your  complaint,  and  will  grant  your  re- 
qued  ;  give  your  daughter  burial,  and  f 
w  It  confult  with  my  Lords  to  give  you 
right  againd  the  murderer.— This  the 
King  immediately  did,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  fend  Bruin  the  Bear  to  fiimmon  Rey¬ 
nard  to  appear  before  the  King  toanfwer 
to  the  heavy  crimes  laid  to  his  charge. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Bruin  the  Bear  unfortunate  in  his  Meflage 
to  Reynard  the  Fox.  ..  * 

THE  next  morning  went  Bruin  to 
itfalepardus,  a  high  mountain  where 
Reynard  had  a  cafUe,  and  knocked  at  the 
gate,  he  cried  aloud.  Sir  Reynard,  are  yp» 
at  home  ?  I  am  Bruin  your  kinfman,com$ 
to  fumtnoiw  you  to  court,  to  anfwer  to 
feveral  complaints  laid  againft  you  ;  and 
if  you  appear  not  to  your  fummons,  the 
King  vows  you  (hall  anfwer  it  with  your 
life.*— Reynard  bearing  this,  ran  into  onO 
of  his  holes,  where  he  .plotted  how'-jhe 
might  bring  the  bearer  todifgrace,  whom 
he  knew  loved  him  not.  At  laft  became 
out  of  his  hole,  faying,  Dear  uncle,  yep 
are  welcome,  I  was  buly  when  you  (p^e 
in  faying  my  evening's  devotion.  I  am 
forry  you  have  taken  this  long  journey,  ai 
I  intended  to  have  been  at  court  to-mor¬ 
row  5  indeed  I  wilh  we  were  there  now, 
lince  I  have  left  off  eating  meat,  my  body 
is  fwelled  and  diftempered  with  eating  of 
fo  many  honeycombs  through  wanton^ 
oels,  that  !  fear  its  confequences.  How  ! 
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quoth  Bruin,  do  you  make  fo  light  of 
honey-combs,  which  is  meat  for  the  Em¬ 
peror?  Nephew  help  hie  to  fome.,  and  f 
will  be  y  )ur  friend  for  ever.  Quoth  thi 
F  x,  well,  I  w  M  bring  you  to  a  place 
■where  you  (hall  have  as  much  of  it  as  you 
can'  eat ;  at  this  the  Bear  laughed  till  he 
cbuld  hardly  (land.  Well  thought  Rey¬ 
nard,  you  foon  will  laugh  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  mouth.  So  he  brought  him  to 
a  cat  penferrs  yard,  wherein  ik:d  a  great 
oak  tree  with  two  great  wedges  in  it,  and 
the  clife  open.  Dear  uncle,  faid  the  Fox, 
be  careful,  for  within  this  tree  is  much 
phoney  ;  pray  eat  moderate,  for  a  furfeit 
is  dangerous.— Never  fear  yoo-that,  laid 
Bruin  :  fo  he  entered  the  tree  with  eager* 
refs,  and  thru  ft  his  head  i  nto  the  cleft 
quite  over  his  ears  j  which  the  Fox  per* 
ceiving,  pulled  out  the  wedges,  and  the 
©ear  was  locked  in  faft,  end  reared  but 
bediouflv  j  while  the  Fcx  at  a.  < dfftan.ee 
faid,  Is  the  honey'  good,  unclet?  do  you 
like  it  ?,  pray  do  not  fuifeit  ycurfelf  with 
it  ;  then  left  him  and  went  to  his  caftie; 
The  Bear’s  noife  brought  out  the  carpen* 
let  and  hi  neighbours  with  great  fticks 
and  ftaves ;  and  the  Bear  feeing  fo  iq.»ay* 


enemies,  at  lait  wrencucu  un 
the  tree,  leaving  behind  him  his  flu  a 
and  ears;  upon  this,  tte  people  fell  on 
him,  and  beat  him  moft  Woefully  ;  how¬ 
ever  he  at  laft  got  from  them,  bitterly 
curling  the  FoX  who  had  brought  him  to 
this  mifery.— -In  great  pain  and  grief  he 
a*  at  the  isHRi t31>urt, 

>ve- 
»lea- 
ihen 


- ••'V  .  -  .  *fA";  |,aMi 

reiatt^fot-detng  your  royal  Wil 
lutlp  kh  co^  this  djM* 


^poa  tfchr  was  Jlippiffned 


bert  the  Cat 
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CHAP.  V, 

Tibert  the  Cat’s  Erobaffy  to  Reynard, 
with  the  bad  Succefs  of  it> 


'TpIBERT  was  loath  to  go  on  this  mef- 
^  ftge,  but  at  length  fearing  the  king's 
difpleafure,  undertook  it;  and  arriving 
a  Milepardus  he  fr  nod  the  Fox  (landing 
at  hiscaftlegkte,  to  whom  he  thus  addref- 
fed  himfeif.  Health  to  my  coufin  Rey¬ 
nard,  the  King  by  me  fummonfes  you^ 
to  the  court,  on  fure  pain  of  death  for 
the  refufal.  Welcome  coufin,  I  obey  the 
command,  and  wifh  my  fovereign  all 
happinefs ;  only  let  me  defire  you  to  fhy 


y-  b 
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all  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  I  will 
go  frith  you  —  I  am  content  to  day,  fays 
Tibert,  youfpeak  like  a  gentleman.— 
Truly ,  fays  the  Fox,  I  have  but  one  honey¬ 
comb  left,  what  think  you  of  it  for  Tap¬ 
per  ?— I  had  rather  have  a  moufe,  re¬ 
plied  Tibert.  A  monfc,  dear  coufin,  here 
is  a  parfon  hard  by  hath  a  bam  full  of 
mice.  Dear  Rcytiayd  lead  me  thither, 
and  I  :wiH  be  your  friend  for  eyer.  Now 
the  Fox  had  the  night  before  got  into  the 
parfon’s  barn  and  dole  a  fat  Hen,  which 
fo  enraged  the  pried,  that  he  fet  a  fnare  to 
catch  him,  of  which  the  Fox  being  ap- 
prifed  had  efcaped :  To  this  hole  brings  he 
the  Cat,  faying.  Go  in  here,  and  you  will  ! 
foon  get  your  belly  full,  I  will  wait  for 
you  till  you  come  out.  But  may  I  go  in 
fafely,  faid  the  Cat,  for  thepriefts  are  very 
fubtle.  Coufin,  faid  the  Fox,  1  never 
knew  you  a  coWard  before.  Pufs  being 
afhamed  at  this  reproof,  fprurig  id,  and 
was  quickly  caught  by  the  neck;  which 
as  Toon  as  the  Cat  felt,  he  leaped  back 
again.  To  that  the  fnare  clofed  Utter,  and 
bad  like  to  have  ftrangled  him,  fo  that 
he.  exclaimed  bitterly  againft  Reynard, 
who  fcornfuliy  faid,  Tibert,  doft  thou 
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love  mice  ?  but  the  Cat  mewed  fadiy. 
The  prieft  riling  out  of  his  bed,  called  up. 
h  s  fervar.t,  faying,  We  have  caught  the 
Fox  that  dole  our  Hen;  and  coming  io* 
Tibert,  fmote  him  with  a  great  flaff,  and 
ftruck  out  one  of  his  eyes.  The' Cat 
thinking  his  death  near,  leaped  between 
the  prieft’s  legs,  and  f  aliened  on  .his  geni¬ 
tals,  which  when  his  wife  law,  flie  fworp 
fhe  would  rather  lofe  the  whole  offering 
of  feven  years,  then  her  husband’s  con¬ 
cerns.  This  threw  the  prieft  in  a  fwoon, 
fo  they  all  left  the  Cat,  and  the.  Fox  re¬ 
turned  to  his  caftle,  think  ng  Tibert.paft 
recovery ;  but  he  feeing  his  foes  bufy  about 
the  prieft,  gnawed  the  cord  aijander;  .ajid 
made  his  efcape  out  of  the  hole*  go,ipg 
roaring  to  court  with  the  lofe  of  one  eye, 
and  a  brut  fed  body fo  .that  when  the 
King  beheld  him  be. 'was  ki^y,y,  and^ca),!- 
ed  a  cc  unctl  once  more  how  tp  rewpog- 
edon  the.  Fox*  *  ^  ,  .»f,  hotn&dis 


i 


l 
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CHAP.  VII.  ( 

•,  ■  ;  ■  ,  f  i  ■  ,  \H,  ,r  ,  \  %  I  :  :  .  -  J 

The  Brock’s  Embaffy  to  Reynard  the  \ 

Fox’s  ConfefEon;  and  their  Arrival  at  l 

Court.  j 

np  HEN,  feid  the  King,  Go  you,  Sir 
**■  Gimbard*  but  take  heed,  for  Rey-  ,  -1 
nard  is  very  fubtle.  Brock  -thanked?  his 
Majefty,.  and  talcing  his  leave,,  went  to 
Malepardus,  and  found  Reynard  and  his 
wife  fporting  with  their  young  ones.  — ^  ! 

Having  fainted  them*  he  (aid,  Take  heed 
uncle  that  abfeoce  from  the  qpuft  doth 
not  do  you  more  hartp  than .  yon  think^  t  ! 
for;  the  complaints  againft  you  are  many  l 

and  great?;-  this  is  the  third  l'uinmons,,and 
if  ypn  delay  copiingj  you  and  ypwr’s  will 
find  rp0--  mercy*  for  in  thrf£  .  dkys  your 
caffie will  be  detpolkhed^ aUyour  kindred 
mad$-  flaves,  and  you  a...  public  example* 
unkfs  you  ein  m.ake  ypuf  knocenee  ap* 
pear  $  and  the  which  I  doubt  not  ypu  i 
have  dilution  tpdor  Ycfibtejft*  nephew  j 
replied  ^ej^ard*  J  will  gi^vStr  you,jK$  ‘  | 
otdy;  m  char  ntyfeif*  ,  bpt>  fe  «?hs*#a  TO  q>f 

my  enemies;  many f of If hat«  at 
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court  ;  fo  taking  leave  of  his  family  he 
anrl  Grimbard  fet  out  for  Sandem  the 
King’s  palaqc.  On  their  way  Reynard 
made  the  following  c  onfeflion  unto  his 
nephew  Grimbard  :  Biame  me,  not  dear 
coufin,  if  my  life  be  full  of  care  t  for  I 
drive  to  blot  out  my  fins  by  repentance, 
that  my  foul  may  be  at  quiet :  !  have 
grievoufly  offended  again  ft  Canticleer  the 
Cock  and  his  children';  my  uncle  Bruin 
the  Bear,  and  Tibert  the  Cat ;  nay,  I  have 
aba  fed  and  flandered  the  King  and  Queen, 
I  have  betrayed  Ifegrim  the  Wolf  by 
calling  him  uncle,  when  he  is  no  kin  to 
me;  I  made  him  bind  his  foot  to  the  belU 
rope  to  teach  him  to  ring,  but  the  peal 
had  like  to  have  coil  him  his  life  ;  I 
taught  him  to  catch  fifb,  by  which  he 
was  forely  banged  ;  I  led  him  to  tbepar- 
fon’s  houfe  to  ftcal  bacon  ;  I  dole  a  fine 
fat  hen  fat  before  the  prieft  for  his  din¬ 
ner,  in  doing  which  he  efpied  and  purfued 
me,  when  I  was  obliged  to  let  the  I  Jen 
go,,  ard  creep  into  a  hole ;  but  the  prieft 
cfpying  Ifegrim ,  cried  this  is  he,  fttike  l 
drike !  fo  my  enemies  fell  upon  the 
Wolf,  and  almoft  killed  him.— But  fof 
all  this  1  afk  forgivenefs. 


i‘>ilwnVhv 


^•unim  t 


Here  on  their  way  they  met  a  Pullen,  | 
at  which  the  Fox  glanced  his  eye  (for  the  1 
ill  that  was  bred  in  the  bone  ftuck)  which 
Brock  taking  notice  of,  (aid.  Fie,  differn-  \ 
bliog  coufin,  why  wander  your  eyes  after  j 
the;  Pullen%?  You  wrong  me  nephew,  ;  ( 
laid  the  Fox*  my  eyes  wandered  not  >  I  | 
was  juft  faying  a  Pater-Nolier  for. the 
fouls  of  the  Pullin  I  have  formerly  (lain, 
in  which  devotion  you  hindered  me* 

By  this  time  they  were  come  to  the  f 
palace,  and  Reynard  quaked  for  fear,  on  j 
account  of  the  many  and  great  crimes  ?  ! 
he  haid  *to  anfwer  for. 


f 

£ 


5  :  t:  h  A  p;  xii.  ;  ' ' 

jReynard’s  Excufe  before  the  King*  his 
Trial  and  Condemnation. 

A  T  tht  news  of  Reynard’s  arrival  a$ 
ferts  of  people  .from  the  hi^hed  to 
^he  lowed  prepared  themfelyes  to  go  and 
accufe  him.  Though  Reyrard’s  heart 
trembled,  yet  lie  kept  h  s  countenance, 
ttiid  *  went  as  proudly  and  undoAcef tied 
throngh  the  ftrfeets,  as  though  he  was 
the  King’s  fen,  and  entirely  innocent  of 

King,  Jhe  faid*  Heaven  pfeferve  your 
Majefty,  there  never  Came  before  yon  a 
more  kjyal  fobjedTthan  myfelf^*$ra$io 
vyifl  aiiej  1  know  there  are  feyeryil  idi J^iur 
court  mat  feek  my  li  fe ;  biifcl  am 
ffvajdi^f  your  Majefty  hates  dandererbCf— 
**  *  *%■  tra'tecaus  Reynard*  .replied |jjje 
tbmfcefl:  thou  to  idfeceive  me  * 


n 


cace 


can  you^ pretend  to  love  me  •,  when  all 


an  teftify  again  ft.  t,hce 

nsrTVS  *  :  ir  fj-iiiu 


Ulif  by 'getting  SKfe 

priell’s  barii  Jo  fteal  mice  $  when  low 
Should  hajve  been  ‘diligeht  in  ybur  Majel- 

Soyerejgn  f  am  as  lnMciht  aS  tjie  ,chi.d 
unborn  j  hQwevvef,  ufemeas  "you  bieafe; 

imstw W $$p  s®ip 

Rain*  Kayyjafd  the  Hare^  ifegrim  the 
Wolf, 6oo|,  Solitaen  tfx;  A& 
BoteU  tie  'Bull,  anS  C&Miclect  tfle Cd<Sk2 

iiWM 

cried  out  againft*  file'  tdd-f  >  all  whicH 
cauftd  the  King  to  order  his  trial  to  be 

nd  af« 
ch  the 
much 
eupon 
indred 
se  him 


parliame 
long  trial 
anlwered 


muling  of  the  King  made  the  Cat,  the 
Bear/  a&d  the  Wolf  jealous,  left  the  King 


(hoold  retraft  Reynard’s  fentence,  and 
was  angry  at  the  delay  of  his  execution  j 
16  forward  which  Tibert  produced  the 
cord  inj  which  he  was  hanged  in  the 
P  itft’s  houfe,  and  they  put  it  round 
Reynard’s  neck,  who  faid,  I  do  not  fear 
death;  I  faw  my  father  die,  and  he  foon 
vanished;  death  is  familiar  to  me;  but 
J  befeech  your  Majefties  (who  were  both 
feated  to  fee  the  execution)  to  grant  me 
but  one  requeft  before  I  die  ;  that  is, 
that  1  may  unload  my  conference’,  and 
beg  the  affiance  of  your  prayers,  that  i 
ipjay  be  happy  hereafter.  .  ’ 


CHAP.  IX. 

T  f 

Reynard's  Confeflion  tnd  Pardon* 

*  *  '  t  t  ,  * 

NOW  every  one  began  to  pity  Rey¬ 
nard,  and  prevailed  00  the  King  to 
gran*  his  requeft ;  which  being  done,  he 
thus  began  : --Help  rhe  ye  powers  abov£ 
for  I  can  ffse  none  but  whom  I  have  of¬ 
fended  ;  in  my  youth  I  ufed  to  be  much 
with  the  Iambs,' delighting  in  their  bleat¬ 
ing,  until  at  laft  biting  one  of  them,  I 
tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  their  blood,  and 
could  not  forbear  ever  fihee.  This  drew 
me  into  the  woods  among#  the  Goats, 
where  I  flew  and  eat  iome  young  Kids  * 
this  made  me  more  hardy,  fo  I  fell  to  kill¬ 
ing  liens,  Geefe,  and  other  Pullen  5  for 
all  was  that  come  to  net.  Afterwards 
I  fell  into  bad  company,  as  Ifcgrim,  who 
pretended  to  be  my  kinfman.  We  grew  at 


things,  and  \  the  (mail  $  he  murdered  the 
Nobles,  and  1  the  meaner  Subjects  j  I 
fpeak  this  plainly,  he  had  plate  and  jewel! 
more  than  ten  carts  could  carry*— Ah  ! 
laid  the  King,  where  b  all  this  treafurc  ? 


t  was*  tfi y ^btege ;  ’  «>* 

but  had  it.ftpft  bepn/ftqterr^as  it  was,  it 
might  have  coft  your  Maiefty’s  life  — 

the  (-Queen..  I„  am  willing  to  difehar 

*'*  .1  ■  •  •  jt  &  .  j-.  . . t  *V  ..  j  '  *  •  •  W~  "I'®  \  •'•  y  .  »  ,  y*  %  ,h  ^ 


fKf^ri -Wrf  ^ -vr  )  If:  ft  wi  f»I 

c£/A*peOk,  4s>  him  lwmagej  and  p, 
frjifed  .Iq.  fet  'the(  grown  upon  £ruih 


head  ;  thefrv  he  fen  t  for  his  wife  I  leg 

T^efrtKqif,  *&m 

y&ofc 'jtViyas^reftdto  mu/derr j(Qur  ft 

|e%,  and >a&e  it J 

hepeithat  my.  nephew  Gri/npard  be 
got  (irtink,  difcovered/if  to  Sliiggaftl  hi 
wife,.,  who  as  a  great  fe^^j^Id  my;1-^ 


pd,tte  di^overedf  ,*t 

ntk  tp  #fct 


v  : 

(  23  ) 

my  w  E|  remove.  X&  Jjfrt 
carried  on  with  iecrecy,  when  my  father 
went  to  th  e.da  ve/ah  d.  found  his  treafure 
•fil  tal^ea  away,  he  /or;  wdrffcf*  hangeJd 
hinifelf.  All  this  is  true,  I  am  now  read^ 
lo  die^myycoBicience^fer'g  dafed,  !  | 

*  T&e ,$  K?i»g  and  Q.*#1'  hearittg  tHtt 


hi’f»  to  -dhcovfcf  where  it  lay v  Ritttec 
than  n*y>  enemies*  ‘faid  the  Fbxp^^ffeai* 
noti'Riytiardv  Qneeh,  tftfe  K%g 

fhall  fpare  thy  life.  Madam,  rap^Y&d 

Rfngy  wall  you*  belief  the  i^o^Mtnbw 
you  nor 

Inthefecif GUtrtftaoOep ^  myLord*  you may 
beMeve  biem  Wcty,  Mftdamy  for1  tbfo  time 
I  will  be  ruled  by  you?  and  parddn  hia» 
hjg  offeOfeer,  withithid  prOrhilei  'ffeat 
if  cje?  he  ioffendfe*' again',  he  tnd  ah  hd 
pefterity  fosfU  be-  dcflrc^ed. 


)-■  v.  **•**£,  > 

«  i*  *"  •>  ** 
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e  h  ai. 
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CH  ifcP.  X. 

Reynard  reftored  to  Favor,  andpre 

'T'HEN  faid  the  King,  Reynard,’  you 
fj-  IP  f°  «*  homage  ;  and  for  your 


•  V  .vV  .  Mi  '  r®  *  ¥UUl 

^ifcovcriei  I  will  make  you  one  of  thft 
Lor^  of  my  council*  difcbaige  ycur 
iruft,  and  govern  by  troth  and  equity  f 
henceforth  1  will  be  ruled  by  your  wi(* 
dom,  and  under  me  you  (hall  be  thief 
governor.  ■  \f  •  ?  X 

Reynard’s  friend*  thanked  the  King, 
and  returned  with  the  Fox,  who  wpglad 
he  had  fped  fo  well,  having  ciuica  Btuiit 
and  vTioert  to  be  deftroyed,  who1  fought 
his  life.  - 

Arriving  at  Malepardug  there  wasgreat 
feafting  and  rejoicing  at  theFox’*  good 
fortune *  after  which  Reynard  thanked 
them  for  the  love  and  honor  dpne  him, 
protefting  to  be  their  friend  ani  fcrvant 
for  ever  j  and  fo  (baking  hands  tfiey  de* 
parted. 
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